
PREPARING INDEPENDENT 
THINKERS AND GLOBAL 
LEADERS SINCE 1873
A guide to PreK through 5th grade 
at Morgan Park Academy



OUR MISSION
Morgan Park Academy engages the 
whole child, inspires the independent 
learner, and prepares the global 
leader of tomorrow to make a 
positive difference in the world.

OUR VISION
Morgan Park Academy aspires to 
be a beacon of education for the 
Chicagoland area by developing a 
learning community of innovative 
teachers, the best and brightest 
students, and exceptional facilities 
and resources.

OUR VALUES
Independent Thinking
We believe in providing a rigorous 
broad-based liberal arts program 
that inspires students’ pursuit of 
knowledge, creativity, and critical 
thinking.

Global Leadership
We believe that our student body 
and our curriculum should be 
socioeconomically, ethnically and 
culturally diverse, so that students 
see the world’s challenges through a 
global lens.

A Whole Child Approach
We believe in an education that is 
both challenging and nurturing, 
where students discover the unique 
potential of their heads, hearts and 
hands.

Mutual Respect
We believe that a school community 
should stand for and teach a set 
of core values: integrity, respect, 
responsibility, diligence, kindness, 
cooperation, and service.

70%
of our faculty hold 
advanced degrees

250
students in our  
Lower School

7:1
student-teacher ratio in 
Lower School

7 faculty specialists in addition 
to homeroom teachers — world 
languages, art, music, and 
technology

13 countries explored by 
Lower School students 
during Global Week

1
We’re consistently ranked among 
the top private schools in the 
state and first among all schools 
in Chicago’s Southland area by 
independent experts.

#

150 years since our 
founding in 1873

BY THE NUMBERS



small classes
With an average class size of 15 students,  
we give every student the opportunity to 
speak up and stand out.

approachable, relatable teachers
Our teachers forge meaningful connections 
with students because they know  
real learning takes real relationships.

a spacious, self-contained campus quad
Our inward-facing quad creates outdoor 
space for study and play along with 
opportunities for regular interaction.

an experiential curriculum
All students learn best when they apply 
concepts to real life. So we’ve designed  
our curriculum to take students  
outside the classroom to explore  
and experiment.

ambitious, hard-working  
classmates
We foster camaraderie more  
than competition, and MPA  
students infuse a contagious  
passion into serious  
academic studies and  
extracurricular activities.

The MPA Difference

a trusting, respectful school culture
Our faculty members model what they 
teach: respect, consideration, honesty, and 
empathy. Together, our community listens  
to one another and acts with integrity.

imaginative, disciplined arts
We set students free to discover their own
voices and talents through writing, music,
and the visual and dramatic arts. Creative
outlets improve academic focus and success.

competitive, inclusive athletics
MPA athletes bring discipline, 
determination, and good sportsmanship to 
each competition, learning teamwork and 
leadership along the way.

      perspective-widening, global focus
         We show our students the world.  
           Scores of MPA students travel abroad   
             each year, and on campus we  
                interpret events and ideas in their  
                  larger, global context.

Be Kind & 

Do Your Bes
t



Discover a home away from home.
Instilling in children a love of learning begins with a foundational 
commitment to providing a learning environment that feels like a 
home away from home.

Tucked away on a campus often described as the “hidden jewel” of 
our neighborhood, Morgan Park Academy is a warm, welcoming 
community where students are surrounded by bright, curious, 
motivated peers and inspirational teachers.

Bright, colorful spaces for learning abound, both in our main 
Lower School building, Barker Hall, and in the cozy campus houses 
dedicated to our Pre-Kindergarten classes.

The result is the best of both worlds for young learners: a connection 
to the bustling life buzzing about our 20-acre campus and a 
nurturing place to call their own.



At MPA, students are  
recognized for  
who they are,  
how they think, and  
what they can do.  
And that makes a big  
difference.
In an inclusive community that  
intentionally reflects Chicago’s  
diversity in ethnicity, nationality, and 
socioeconomic background, we  
embrace the differences that make each  
other unique.

Students come from all over Chicago —  
some from big public schools, others from  
smaller neighborhood schools. 

Here, preparing the global leaders of  
tomorrow means helping students develop 
a cultural fluency that enables them to be 
comfortable in their own skin and beyond  
their borders.

Discover being part of  
a community that celebrates  
your individuality.



EARLY CHILDHOOD
Pre-K through Grade 1
The primary learning outcome 
of the Early Childhood program 
is to address the whole child 
in the areas of social, creative, 
cognitive, physical, and 
emotional development. We 
design activities and lessons 
to ensure a developmentally 
appropriate, child-centered 
program. The curriculum is 
teacher-created and responsive 
to the children’s interests, 
needs, and individual levels of 
development.

Because young children 
learn best through play and 
meaningful experiences, 
structured activities are coupled 
with free explorations at various 
learning centers that are visited 
by the students throughout the 
day.  These centers may include 
dramatic play, math, literacy, art, 
science, nature, fine motor, and 
construction. Centers are often 
created around interdisciplinary 
themes.

Academics are approached in 
a developmentally appropriate 
manner. It is important that 
children at this age develop an 
experiential background and a 
love of learning.

Children develop their 
skills in speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing; explore 
math in everyday life and 
science through observing the 
environment around them; 
begin to learn about the world 
through social studies; and 
study world languages through 
trimesters of French, Spanish 
and Mandarin.



ELEMENTARY
Grades 2-5
We strive for balance among 
intellectual, social, creative, and 
physical activities, in accordance 
with our philosophy of teaching 
the whole child.

The academic program focuses 
on five major disciplines: 
language arts, mathematics, 
science, social studies, and world 
languages, supplementing this 
core coursework with classes 
in fine and performing arts, 
physical education, technology, 
and character education.

The development of reading 
and language arts skills is a 
major focus, taking an eclectic 
approach that combines 
children’s literature with 
exercises from anthology books.

Students master basic numerical 
processes and key mathematical 
concepts, and learn the scientific 
method through questioning, 
predicting, observing, 
experimenting, collecting data, 
and drawing conclusions. 

The social studies curriculum 
helps children organize and 
develop appropriate perceptions 
of themselves and the world 
around them, through class 
discussions and role-playing, 
along with materials from 
various programs designed to 
strengthen self-concepts and 
decision-making skills.

The result is a strong foundation 
for continued success in our 
Middle School, which begins in 
sixth grade.





Built around small class sizes and strong 
teacher-student relationships, the MPA 
experience invites students to develop a 
worldview rooted in their own culture 
while broadening and deepening their 
thinking beyond the boundaries of campus, 
city, and country.

With a ratio of one teacher for every 
eight students, MPA students not only 
have the opportunity to speak up and 
stand out in the classroom, on stage, and 
on the athletic field, but also to develop 
genuine relationships with teachers that 
foster academic achievement and create 
community.

This process begins in the Lower School, 
where teachers bring lessons alive and forge 

meaningful connections with students 
because they know real learning takes real 
relationships.

Teachers collaborate on new ideas for 
projects and how to present material 
to students in a more interesting way, 
understanding what catches students’ 
attention and what’s going to inspire them 
to work harder and figure things out on 
their own.

The end result is graduates who emerge as 
confident young adults, original thinkers, 
and creative problem solvers. They progress 
into the next stages of their lives well-
prepared for advanced college coursework 
and poised to meet and exceed the high 
expectations that they refined at MPA.

Discover teachers who  
give you the freedom to explore, 
to question and make mistakes.



Discover a beautiful campus  
with 20 acres for learning and play.

Our tree-lined campus and ivy-covered buildings are beautifully landscaped 
on 20 acres, including a central quad ringed by five stately buildings.

In addition to their homerooms in Barker Hall, Lower School students travel 
to a variety of campus locations throughout the school day, utilizing our 
technology center and maker space, gymnasium and playing fields, school 
library, dining hall, and an arts center featuring a 425-seat theater and art 
and music studios.

All over campus, students cultivate their curiosity, from a preschool class 
exploring on a nature walk to fifth-grade scientists classifying trees.







From preschool to senior year, we show 
our students the world, integrating 
a perspective-widening, global focus 
throughout the MPA experience. 

While older students travel abroad, the 
Lower School introduces children to the 
process of interpreting the world around 
them and considering ideas in a larger, 
global context. 

Learning from and with peers from a host 
of cultural backgrounds, students prepare 
to meet head-on the challenges of an 
increasingly global world.

Because global learning entails more 
than learning geography, cultural 
experiences are embedded throughout 
the Lower School curriculum, often also 
encompassing service and environmental 
sustainability. Students explore the world 
through literature, cultural studies and 

celebrations, character education, and 
numerous service projects.

Study of world languages is a foundational 
component of Morgan Park Academy’s 
global experience, as Spanish, French, 
and Mandarin are introduced to our 
Pre-K learners on a trimester rotation. 
Daily world language classes begin in 
kindergarten, and in fifth grade, students 
select from our three options a primary 
world language to study going forward.

Whether reading a story from Japan, 
packing a trash-free lunch, recycling scraps 
of discarded paper from an art project, or 
donating gifts to a local children’s hospital, 
our goal is to empower students to see 
the importance of making a difference, 
standing up for themselves and others, 
becoming an integral part of their 
community, and ultimately, becoming 
citizens of the world.

Discover a global approach that 
creates meaningful connections.



Play is critical for children of all ages, and never more so than during 
Lower School years, an approach embraced wholeheartedly by MPA 
teachers. Recess is a fundamental part of the school day, and students 
stay on the move all day long with daily physical education classes to 
keep them developing physically and keep them refreshed and ready 
for the rest of the day’s studies. Beginning in kindergarten, MPA 
sports teams in basketball, soccer, and volleyball provide Lower School 
students with an extra dose of activity after school and on weekends.

Discover a place where recess 
and daily P.E. keep you moving.







Discover a place where  
the arts play a leading role.

Arts is a core part of the MPA experience with 
a rich tradition, as music, visual art, and drama 
education play a key role in the curriculum and 
opportunities abound for students to embrace 
their creativity.

Guided by experienced, enthusiastic teachers, 
students perform on stage in choral groups, 
concert bands, and theatre productions at all 
ages. In Lower School, art and music classes are 
a foundational part of the curriculum, including 
individual music lessons.

Whether painting and sketching, playing a musical 
instrument, or presenting a dramatic piece on 
stage, we give all budding artists, from beginners 
to experienced, the chance to hone their skills, 
discover their artistic passion, and work together 
to create masterpieces.



Discover spaces designed for 
creativity and experimentation.

Hands-on, experiential learning, a focus all over campus, finds perhaps 
its purest expression in the Thrall Family Makerspace, an open workspace 
designed for collaborative and hands-on learning, building, and designing.

By combining a multimedia area, a woodworking space, a 3D printing and 
robotics area, a kitchen, and a multi-purpose science area, the spaces are 
designed to meet the needs of creative students and faculty.

No matter the equipment, the mindset of a maker space is one of exploring 
new areas of interest and creating realities out of ideas. 

The Thrall Family Makerspace allows MPA students to learn through 
application, instead of simply demonstrating their expertise of concepts 
through application. This allows for a more deeply ingrained level of critical 
thinking and increases student engagement as they are more quickly able to 
see the outcomes and consequences playing out in front of them.







Discover extracurricular 
opportunities that make it 
easy to choose your fun.

At a small school, it’s easy to get involved in sports, 
arts, and other extracurricular activities that provide 
students with opportunities to expand their horizons 
and explore.

Morgan Park Academy includes many different 
extracurricular groups representing a broad spectrum 
of interests.

It’s safe here to try new things. A key point of the 
MPA experience is expanding your horizons and even 
discovering something completely new — whether 
that’s African dance, volleyball, or ukulele lessons — 
that catches your interest and you love doing.

We also offer After & Before Care (ABC), an extended 
childcare program for Lower School and Middle 
School students that is operated by dedicated MPA 
faculty and staff, before and after school every day 
when classes are in session.
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Discover how we make MPA  
affordable for more families.

INDEXED TUITION

We encourage families to apply for indexed tuition 
if they have concerns about their ability to afford 
tuition at the highest level. While we require each 
family to contribute to the cost of operating our 
school and expect them to support our community 
to the extent that individual circumstances allow, we 
do not expect each family to be the same.

The formula used to calculate a student’s tuition 
level is complex and considers many factors 
that affect a family’s ability to pay. Morgan Park 
Academy uses FACTS Financial Assistance 
system to assist in collecting relevant income 
information to determine indexed tuition levels. 
To be considered for an indexed tuition lower than 
the highest level, families must furnish detailed 
financial information.

MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS

Exceptional high school students can earn a merit 
scholarship of up to $40,000 over four years. 

MPA thrives because we’re able to bring together 
a diverse mix of outstanding students from across 
Chicago. Programs such as the Merit Scholars 
help fulfill our mission to educate well-rounded 
students who demonstrate initiative, leadership, 
determination, and excellence.

As an independent, not-for-profit 
organization, Morgan Park Academy 
is funded primarily by tuition and 
fees, which are used to finance 
operating costs such as school 
programs, faculty and staff salaries, 
and maintenance of our facilities.

We are committed to inclusion as 
an essential part of our educational 
philosophy and school culture. 
Economic diversity enriches the 
educational opportunity for all 
families and participation of a wide 
range of families is critical to the 
health of our school.

Accordingly, the MPA community 
includes some families who can 
afford tuition at the top of the 
index and also provide generous 
philanthropic donations; other 
families who make substantial 
sacrifices to pay tuition at the highest 
level; and still others who are able to 
afford only minimal tuition. 

We are able to offer indexed tuition 
based on our operating budget and 
philanthropic gifts. In order to make 
an MPA education accessible to 
families from a range of economic 
backgrounds, we offer a range of 
tuition levels. Scan the QR code to access  

the latest facts and figures  
about tuition and financial 
aid.



Morgan Park Academy exists because families across Chicagoland 
rely on us for a unique experience. Since 1873, we’ve been a beacon 
of educational excellence in the Morgan Park-Beverly neighborhood, 
helping students find their voice, their strengths, and their highest 
purpose in school and in life.

Want to learn more? Contact our admissions team at 773-881-6700 
or admissions@morganparkacademy.org.

Admission officers Allie Bowles  
and Yvonne Armstrong

1. ATTEND AN EVENT.
You can schedule a personal tour of 
campus or visit an open house or other 
admission event.

2. COMPLETE AN ADMISSION 
APPLICATION ONLINE.

3. TAKE AN ENTRANCE EXAM.
Applies to grades 2-12 only. We accept 
the Independent School Entrance 
Exam (ISEE) and the Secondary School 
Admission Test (SSAT). We host the ISEE 
monthly from October through June.

4. SUBMIT FINANCIAL INFO TO 
APPLY FOR INDEXED TUITION.

NEXT 
STEPS

Scan the QR code to register 
for an admission event  

or a tour of campus.



DISCOVER MPA
a warm, welcoming community

small, discussion-based classes

approachable, relatable teachers

global, perspective-widening focus

a spacious campus quad

hands-on, experiential learning

ambitious, hard-working classmates

imaginative, disciplined arts

competitive, inclusive athletics

one-on-one college counseling

celebrate your individuality

be kind and do your best

2153 W. 111th Street, Chicago, IL 60643
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